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OTE NE of thoſe great Effects, 
| which length of Time is 
ſeen to bring along with 
it, is the Alteration of the 
Meaning annexed to certain Sounds. 
The Signification of a Word, well 
known and underſtood by Thoſe who 
firſt made uſe of it, is very inſenſibly 


varied, by paſſing thro many, Mouths, 


and by being taken and given by Mul- 


titudes, in common Diſcourſe; till it of- 


ten comes to ſtand for a Complication 
of Notions, as diſtant from the origi- 


nal Intention of i it, nay, as contradicto- 
ry to it, as Darkneſs is to Light. The 
Ignorance and Weakneſs of Some, and 
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the Paſſions and Bad Defigns of Others, 
are the great Inſtruments of this Evil: 
which, even. whea it ſeems to affect 
only indifferent Matters, ought in rea- 
ſon to be oppoſed, as it tends in it's 
nature to confound Men's Notions in 
weightier Points; but, when it hath 
pnce invaded the moſt Sacred and Im- 
portant Subjects, ought, in Duty, to be 
reſiſted with a more open and undiſ- 


guiſed Zeal, as what toucheth the LET 


Vitals of al] that is good, and is ju 


going to take from Men's Eyes the 


Boundaries of Right and Wrong, | 
The only Cure for this Evil, in Ca- 
ſes of ſo great Concern, is to have re- 
courſe to the Originals of Things: to 
the Law of Reaſon, in thoſe Points 
which can be traced back thither; and 
to the Declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, and 
his immediate Followers, in ſuch Mat- 
ters, as took their Riſe ſolely from 
'thoſe Declarations. For the Caſe is 


plainly this, that Words and Sounds 
have had lach an Effect, (not upon the 


Nature of: Things, which is unmove- 
able, bat) N the Minds of Men in 
thinking 
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thinking of them; that the very ſame 
Word remaining, (which at firſt truly 
repreſented One certain Thing, ) by 
having Multitudes of new inconſiſtent 
Ideas, in every Age, and every Vear, 
added to it, becomes it ſelf the greateſt 
Hindrance to the true underſtanding of 
the Nature of the Thing firſt intended 
by it. 


For Inſtance, Religion, in St. James's 


Days, was Virtue and Integrity, as to 
our ſelves, and Charity and Beneficence 
to others; before God, even the Father. 


Ja. i. 27. By Degrees, it is come to ſigni- 
fy, in moſt of the Countries throughout 


the whole World, the Performance of 
every thing almoſt, except Virtue and 


Charity; and particularly, a punctual 


Exactneſs in a Regard to particular 
Times, Places, Forms, and Modes, di- 
verſified according to the various Hu- 
mours of Men; recommended and 
practiſed under the avowed Name of 
External Religion: Two Words, which, 


in the Senſe fix'd upon them by many 


Chriſtians, God hath put aſunder ; and 
which therefore, 20 Man ſhould join to- 


gether. 
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gether. And accordingly, the Notion 
of a Religious Man differs in everyCoun- 
try, juſt as much as Times, Places, Ce- 
remonies, Imaginary Auſterities, and all 
other Outward Circumſtances, are diffe- 
rent and various : Whereas'in truth, 
tho a Man, truly Religious in other Rel. 
peas, may make uſe of ſuch Things ; 
yet, they cannot be the leaſt part of 
his Religion, properly fo call'd, any 
more than his Food, or his Rairent, 
or any other Circumſtance of his Life. 

Thus likewiſe, the Worſhip of God, 
to be paid by Chriſtians, was, in our 
Saviour y time, and in his! own plain 
Words, the Worſhip of the Father in 
Spirit and Truth; 400 this declared to 
be one great End propoſed in the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſat ion: The Hour co- 
meth, and now is, when the true Wor- 
ſhippers hall Worſhip the Father in Spi: 
rit and in Truth: for the Father ſeeketh 
fuch to worſhzy him. John i iv. 23. But 


the Not ion of it is become quite another C 
thing: and in many Chriſtian Countries, «0 
that which ſtill retains the Name of 7% 


my Worſhip of Gol, is indeed the Neg- 0 
| lect, 


\ Before” the rx v. 7 
lect, and the Diminution of the Father; 
and the Worſhip of other Beings be- 
ſides, and mote 7 wh the Father. And 
this, performed in ſuch a manner, as 
that any indifferent Spectator would con- 
clude, that neither the Conſciences nor 
Underſtandings of Men, neither Spirit 
nor Truth, were at all concerned i in the 
Matter; or rather, that they had been 
baniſh'd from it by an expreſs Com- 
mand. In the mean time the Word, 
or Sound, ſtill remains the ſame in Diſ- 
courſe. The whole Lump of indi- 
geſted, and inconfiftent Notions and 
Practices; Every thing that is ſolemn- 
ly ſaid, or done, when the Worſhip of 
God is profeſs? d, is equally cover'd un- 
der that general Name; and, by the 
help of ufing the ſame Original Word, 
paſſeth eaſily for the Thing it ſelf. A- 
- gain. 
Prayer, in all our Lord's Directions 
about it, and particularly in that Form, 
which He himſelf taught his Followers, 
was a calm, undiſturbed, Addreſs to 
God, under 'the Notion of a Father, 
expreſſing thoſe Sentiments and Wiſhes 
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before Him, which every fincere Mid 
ought to have. But the ſame Word, by 
the help of Men, and voluminous Rules 
of Art, is come to fignify* Heat and 
Flame, in ſuch a manner, and to ſuch 
E depree, that a Man 8 be #n wo 


not be devot enough to Pri D oy 
many an honeſt Perſon hath degg per- 
plex d, by this Means, with Doubs 


and Fears of being uncapable of Pray. 
ing, for want of an mtenſeneſs of Heat, 


which hath no more relation to the 
Duty, than a Man's being 1 in a Fevor 
hath, to the Sincerity of his Profefſions, 
or Addreſſes to any Earthly Prince. 

Once more, the Love of God, and 


of our Saviour, was at firſt, in his own 
Words, and thoſe of St. Job, many 
times repeated, the keeping Þis Com- 


mandments, or doing his Will. Joh. 14. 


1321, 23. ch. 15. Yo. Joh. . 5. <. 3. 


3. 117% 6. But the Notion of was, it 


ſeems, left very jejune; and fo hath 


been improved by his later Followers, till 
the ſame Name, {till kept up in the Lan- 
guage of Chriſtians, is far removed from 

the 
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the Thing principally and firſt intend. 
ed; and is come by degrees to fi gnify 
2 violent Paſſton, Commntion, and Ecſta- 


, venting it ſelf in ſuch ſort of Expre- 


ſſions and Diſorders, as other Paſhons 
do: and this regulated and, defined, by 
ſach a Variety of Imaginations, that 
an ordinary Chriſtian, with the utmoſt 
Sincerity in his Heart, is filled with no- 
thing but eternal Suſpicions, Doubts, 
and Perplexities, whether he hath any 
thing of the true Love of God, or not. 

I have mentioned theſe Particulars, 
not only to ſhew the Evil it ſelf; and 
to how great a Degree the Nature of 
Things hath ſuffered in the Opinions of 
Men, by the Alteration of the Senſe of 
the ſame Words and Sounds: but to give 
_ Occaſion to obſerve, that there can 

no Cure for it, in C briſtians, but to 
go back to the New Teftament it ſelf: be- 
cauſe there alone we ſhall find the Ori. | 

ginal Intention of ſuch Words; or the 
Nerture of the Things defign'd to be ſig 
nified by them, declared and fixed by 
our Lord, or his 1 from him, by 


ſome 
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ſome ſuch Marks, as may, if we will 


attend to them, guide and guard us in 
our Notions of thoſe Matters, in which 
we are moſt of all concern'd. 

It is with this View, that I have cho- 
ſen thoſe Words, in which our Lord 
himſelf declared the Nature of his own 
Kingdom. This Kingdom of Chriſt, is the 
ſame with the Church of Chriſt. And 
the Notion of the Church of Chriſt, which, 
at firſt, was only the Number, ſmall or 
great, of Thoſe who believed Him to 
be the Maſſiah; or of Thoſe who ſub- 
jected themſelves to Him, as their King, 
in the Affair of Religion; having ſince 
that Time been ſo diverſified by the va- 
rious Alterations it hath undergone, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible ſo much as to 
number up the many inconſiſtent Images 
that have come, by daily Additions, to 
be united together in it: nothing, I 
think, can be more uſeful, than to con- 
der the ſame thing, under ſome other 
Imaze, which hath not been ſo much u- 
ſed; nor conſequently ſo much defaced. 


T hat 
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in That, under which our Lord himſelf 
choſe to repreſent it : We may be ſure 


h that, if we ſincerely examine our No- = 
; tion of his Church, by what He faith of | 
” his Kingdom, that it is not of this World, 
721 we ſhall exclude out of it, every thing 
— that he would have excluded and 
le then, what remains will be true, pure, 
1d and uncorrupted. And what I have to 
h, ſay, in order to this, will be compre- 
_ hended under Two General Heads. 
to I. As the Church of Chriſt is the King- 
5 dom of Chriſt, He himſelf is King : and 
* in this it is implied, that He 1s him- 
— ſelf the ſole Law. giver to his Subjects, 
. and himſelf the ſole Judge of their Be- 
oo haviour, in the Affairs of Conſcience and 
5 Eternal Salvation. And in this Senſe 
3 therefore, His Kingdom is not of this 
Th World; that He hath, in thoſe Points, 
1 left behind Him, no viſible, humane 
a Authority; no Vicegerents, who can be 
'er | faid properly to ſupply his on) no 
u- Interpreters, upon whom his Subjects are 
0 abſolutely to depend; no Judges over 
1 2 the Conſciences or Religion of his Peo- 


B 2 ple. 
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ple. For if this were ſo, that any ſuch 
abſolute Vicegerent Authority, either for 


the making new Laws, or interpreting 
Old Ones, or judging his Subjects, in 
Religious Matters, were lodged in any 
Men upon Earth; the Conſequence 
would be, that what {till retains the 
Name of the Church of Chriſt, would 
not be the Kingdom of Cbriſt, but the 
Kingdom of thoſe Men, veſted with ſuch 
Authority. For, whoever hath ſuch an 
Authority of making. Laws, is ſo far 
a King: and whoever can add new 
Laws to thoſe of Chriſt, equally obliga- 
tory, is as truly a King, as Chriſt him- 


ſelf is: Nay, whoever hath an abſolute | 


Authority to interpret any written, or 
ſpoken Laws; it is He, who is truly the 


Law. giver, to "all Intents and Purpoſes ; 
and not the Perſon who firſt wrote, or 


{poke them. 
In humane Society, ; the Ieterpretuth 
on of Laws may, of neceſſity, be lodged, 


in ſome Caſes, in the Hands of Thoſe ; 
who were not originally the Legiſla- 
ters. But this is not abſolute; nor of bad 


Conſequence 
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Conſequence to Society: becauſe the Le- 
giſlators can reſume the Interpretation in- 
to their own Hands, as they are Wit- 
neſſes to what paſſes in the World; and 
as They can, ald will, ſenfibly interpoſe 
in all thoſe Caſes, in which their Inter- 
poſition becomes neceſſary. And there- 
fore, They are ſtil] properly the Legiſla- 
tors. But it is otherwiſe in Religion, or 
the Kingdom of Chriſt. He himſelf ne- 
ver interpoſeth, ſince his firſt Promul- 
gation of his Lam, either to convey 
Infallibility to Such as pretend to hand 
it over again; or ta aſſert the true In- 
terpretation of it, amidſt the various and 
contradictory Opinions of Men about it. 
If He did certainly thus interpoſe, He 
himſelf. would ſtill be the Legiſlator. 
But, as He doth not; if ſuch an abſolute 
Authority be once lodged with Men, 
under the Notion of Interpreters, They 
then become the Legiſlators, and not 
Chriſt; and They rule in their own 
Kingdom, and not in His. . 

It is the ſame thing, as to Rewards 
and Puniſhments, to carry forward the 

5 great 
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great End of his Kingdom. If any Men 


upon Earth have a Right to add to the 
Sanctions of his Laws ; that is, to in- 


creaſe the Number, or alter the Nature, 


of the Rewards and Puniſhments of his 
Subjects, in Matters of Conſcience, or 
Salvation: They are ſo far Kings in his 
ſtead; and Reign in their own King- 


dom, and not in His. So it is, when- 


ever They erect Tribunals, and exerciſe 


4 Judgment over the Conſciences of 


Men; and aſſume to Themſelves the 
Determination of ſuch Points, as can- 
not be determined, but by One who 
knows the Hearts; or, when They 
make any of their own Declarations, 
or Deciſions, to concern and affect the 
State of Chriſt's Subjects, with regard 
to the Favour of God: this is ſo far, 
the taking Chriſt's Kingdom out of His 
Hands, and placing it in their own. 
Nor is this matter at all made better 
by their declaring Themſelves to be Vice- 
gerents, or Law makers, or Judges, under 
Chriſt, in order to carry on the Ends of 
his Kingdom. For it comes to this at laſt, 
£ ſince 
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fince it doth not ſeem fit to Chriſt him- 
ſelf tointerpoſe ſo as to prevent or reme- 
dy all their miſtakes and contradictions, 


that, if They have this power of inter- 


preting, or adding, Laws, and ud ing 
Men, in ſuch a ſenſe, that Chriſtians 
{hall be indiſpenſably and abſolutely o- 
bliged to obey thoſe Laws, and to ſub- 
mit to thoſe Deciſions; I ſay, if They 
have this power lodged with them, then 
the Kingdom, in which they rule, is not 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, but of Them- 
ſelves ; He doth not rule in it, but They: 
And, whether They happen to agree 
with him, or to differ from Him, as 
long as they are the Lam-givers, and 
Judges, without any Interpoſition from 
Chriſt, either to guide or correct their 
Deci ſions, They are Kings of this King- 
dom, and not Chriſt feſus, 

If therefore, the Church of Chriſt be 
the Kingdom of Chriſt ; it is eſſential to 


it, that Chriſt himſelf be the Sole Law- 


giver, and Sole Fudge of his Subjects, in 
all points relating to the favour or diſ- 
- pleaſure 
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pleaſure of Almighiy God; and that All 
His Subjects, in what Station ſoever they 
may be, are equally Subjects to Him; 
and that No One of them, any more 
than Another, hath Authority, either to 
make New Laws for Chriſt's Subjects; or 
to impoſe a ſenſe upon the Old Ones, 
which is the ſame thing; or to Fudge, 
Cenſure, or Puniſh, the Servants of Ano- 
ther Maſter, in matters relating purely to 
Conſcience, or Salvation. If any Perſon 
hath any other Notion, either thro” a 
long Uſe of Words with Inconfiſtent 
Meanings, or thro' a negligence of 
Thought; let him but ask himſelf, whe- 
ther the Church of Chriſt be the Kingdom 
4 of Chriſt, or not: And, if it be, whether 
this Notion of it doth not abſolutely ex- 
clude all other Legi/lators and Judges, in 
matters relating to Conſcience, or the fa- 
vour of God ; or, whether it can be His 
: Kingdom, if anyMortal Men have ſuch 
1 a Power of Legiſlation and Judgment in 
| it, This Enquiry will bring Us back 
1 to the firſt, which is the only True, 
1 Account of the Church of Chriſt, or 
the 


moſt All general Appe⸗ 
that God; to his Matz . 


the Möcgtion of chat Naw Which f 


0 before theRING 1 
the Kingdom of Chris, in the mouth 'of 

a Chriftan : That it is the Number of 
Nen, whether Small or Great, Whether 
Difpetſed | or united, who truly and fin- 
cerely are Subjects to Je ws Chriſt alone, 
as their Lam giver and Judge, in matters 
relating to the Favour of God, and their 


Eternal Salvation: 4 455 


1 The next princip incipal point is, that, 


If Ti Church be the Kingdom of Chriſt: 


and this Kingdom be not of this World 


this muſt appear from the Nature and End 


of the Laws of Chriſt: and of thoſe Re- 
wards and Paniſhitients, which are the 


Sanctibns of his Laws. © Now his Laws 
are Declarations, relating to the Favour 
of God in Another State after this. They 
are Declarations of thoſe Conditions to 
be perform'd; in this World, on our part, 


without Which God will rot make us 
Happy in that to come. And they are al- 
Appeals to the Will of 


Com- 
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mandments | is declared the W ay to Life; ; 
and the doing bis Will, the PRs: in- 
to the Kingdom of Heaven. The being 
Subjccts to Chriſt, is to this very End, that 
We may the better and more effectually 
perform the Will of God. The Laws of 
"his Kingdom, therefore, as Chriſt left 
them, have nothing of bu World in 
their view; no Tendency, either to the 
Exaltation of Some in worldly p and | 
dignity; or to their abſolute Dom: minion 
over the Faith and Religious conduct of 
Others of his dubjects; or to the erecting 
of any ſort of Temporal Kingdom, under 
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the Covert and Name of a Spiritual one. He 
þ The Sanctions of Chri t Law are Re- du 
i wards and Puniſhments. But of what St: 
; ſort? Not the Rewards of this World; ror 
4 not the Offices, or Glories, of this State; as, 
not the pains of Priſons, Baniſhments, his 
Finer, or any leſſer and more Moderate H. 
P enalties; nay, not the much leſſer Ne- o 


| gative Diſcouragements that belong to Hu- tra 
. mane Society. He was far from thinking . 
that Theſe gould be the Inſtruments of Ww 
ſuch a Fer Waſion, : as He thought accepta- oi 
| dg: o God. 5006 as the Great End of Pe 


his 
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OY was to guide Men Flags , 
pineſ: after the ſhort Images of it were 


over here below; ſo, He took his Mo- 


tives from that place, where His King-- 


dom firſt began, and where it was at laſt 
to end; from thoſe Rewards and Funiſb. 
ments in à future State, which had no 


relation to this World: And, to ſheww 


that his Kinpdow! was not of this World,” 


all the Sanclions which He thought fit to 
give to His Laws, were not of this W orld . 


af all. 


He gives an Account of His own. Con 
duct, and that of Others in the ſame 


station, in theſe words, Knowing the ter- 


rors of the Lord. we perſwade men: where- 
as, in roo many Chriſtian Countries, ſince 


his days, if Some, who profeſs to ſucceed 


Him, were to give an Account of their 
own Conduct, it muſt be in a quite con- 
trary ſtrain; Knowing the terrors of this 
World, and having them in our power, 


We * not perſwade men, but force their 


ai Frofe on againſt their inward 

P N waſion. 
No, wherever this is practis d, whe- 
C 2 ther 
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ther in a great degree, or a ſmall, in that 
place there is ſo 14 a Change, from a, 
Kingdom which is not of this world, to a. 
Kingdom which is of this world. , ; ſoon, 
as ever you hear of any of, the Engines 
of ibis world, whether of the greater, or 
the leſſer fort, you muſt, immediately 
think that then, and ſo far, the King- 
dom of this world 2 place. For, if the 
very Eſſence of God 9 worſhip be Spirit 
and Tuch; If Religion be Vi — and Cha- 
rity, under the Belief of a Supreme Go- 
vernour and Judge; if True Real Faith 
cannot he the effect of Force; and, if there 
can be no Reward where there is no Mil. 
ling Choice: then, in all, or any of theſe 
Caſes, to apply Force or 9 World- 
Iy pleaſure or pain; is to act contrary to 
the Intereſts of True Religion, as it is 
plainly oppoſite to the Maxims upon 
which Chriſt founded his Kingdom who 
choſe the Motives. which are vot of this 
world, to ſupport a Kingdom which is not 
of this world. And indeed, it is too vi- 
ſi ble to be bid, that wherever the Re- 


wards and Puniſhments are 8 from 


fupure- to preſent, from the World to 


1 a | ; come 


1 
z 
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come; to the World now in ſeſſion; 5 

there, the Kingdom founded by our Sa- 
viour. is, in the Nature of it, 0 far chan- 
ged, that it is become, in ſuch, a degree, 


what He profeſſed, His Kingdom, was not 


that is, . this world; of the ſame ſort 


with other Common Earthl Kingdoms, 
in which the Rewards are, Worldly Ho- 
nours, Poſts, Offices, Pomp, Attendance, 
Dominion; and the Puniſhments are, 


Priſons, Fines, Baniſhments, Gallies and 


Racks; or ching La of the fame 


lf Fay can be the true . of a 
Kingdom which is not of this World; * 
_ Sincerity, and Hypocriſy; Religion, and 
No Religion; Force, and Perſwaſion; A 
Willing Choice , and a Terrified Heart; 
are become the fame things : Truth 
Falſhood ſtand. in need o the fame me- 

thods, to propagate and ſupport them; 

and our Saviour himſelf was little ac- 
quainted with the Right way of increa - 
ſing the Number of ſuch Subjecte, as He 
wiſhed for. If He had but at firſt en- 


lighten d the Powers of this World, as He 
fi St. Paul; and employed. the Sword 


Which 
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27 
which fee bor e, and the Fivonrs They 
had ih their hands, to bring Subject into 
his Kingdom x his had been an Expedi- 
tious and an effectual way, according't to 
the Conduct of fome of his profeſſed Fol. 
ſowers, to have Had a Glorious and Exten- 


- five Kin dom, or Church. © But this was 


not his Deſig gn; unleſs it could be com- 
ag in quite a different way. 
And therefore, when You ſee Our Lord, 

in Vis meth ode ſo far removed from 
Thoſ: of Many of his Diſciples; when 
You read Nothing, in his Doctrine about 
his own Hingdom, of taking 1 in the Con- 
cerns of this World, and mixing them 
with thoſe of Eternity; no Commands 


that the Frowns and Diſcouragements of 


this preſent State ſhould in any Caſe at- 


tend upon Conſcience and Religion; 


No Rules againſt the Enquiry of All His 


Subjects into his Original Meſſage from 


Heaven; no © Orders for the kind and chari- 


table forge of Penalties, or Capital Pun- 


iſbuients, to make Men think and chuſe 


aright; ; no Calling upon the ſecular Arm, 


> BW . 


whenever the Magiſtrate" ſhould become 
Chriſtian, to infarce his Doctrines, ot 
to 
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the contrary, as plain a Declaration as, a 


few Words can make, that His Kingdone 
is not of this World: 1 ſay, when, You 
ſee. this, from the whole Tenor of the 
Goſpel, ſo vaſtly oppoſite to Many who 
take his Name into their Mouths,. the 
Queſtion with you ought to be, Whe- 
ther He did not know the Nature of his 
own Kingdom, or Church, better than Any 
ſince his Time? whether you can ſup- 
pole, He left any ſuch matters to be de- 
cided againſt Himſelf, and his own Ex- 
preſs, profeſſions; and, whether. if an 
Angel from Heaven ſhould: give you any 
Account of his Kingdom, contrary to 


: 


hat He himſelf bath done, it can he of 
any Weight, or Authority, with Chri- 


ſtians. r OR 
I have now made ſome ſuch obſerya- 
tions, drawn- from the Church being rhe 
Kingdom, of Chriſt, and not of any Men 
in that Kingdoms, fem the Nane of tis 
Lame, and from thoſe Rewards and Pan- 
;ſbments, Which are the Sanctions of thoſe 
Laws; as lead us naturally into the true 


_ Notion of the Church, or Hingdom, of 
e n 
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2 4A SERMON Nach 
Chriſt, by excluding out of it every hing 
inconfiſtent with His being King, Las- 
giver and Judge; as well as with the 

ature'of His Laws, and of His promiſes 
and Threatnings. I will only make Two 
or Three Obſervations, grounded upon 
this: And fo conclude. And 


x. From what hath been ſaid it is ve- 
ry plain, in general, that the Groſſeſt 
MNiſtakes in Judgment, about the Nature 
of Chriſt's Kingdom, or Church, have ari- 
ſen from hence, that Men have argned 
from Other viſible Societies, and Other 
Viſible Kingdoms of this World, to what 
ought to be Viſible, and Senſible, in His 
Kingdom: Conſtantly leaving out of their 
Notion, the moſt Eſſential Part of it, that 
Chriſt is King in his own Kingdom; for- 
getting this King himſelf, becauſe He. is 
not now ſeen by mortal Eyes; and Sub- 
ſtituting Others in his Place, as Law-gi- 
vers and Judges, in the ſame Points, in 
which He muſt either Alone, or not at 
all, be Lam: giver and Judge; not con- 


'reneed with fuch a Kingdow as He elt. 


bliſhed, and deſires to reign in; but ur- 
8 ging 


of his A 
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ing and / contending, chat His Kingdom: 
ſt ber like Other Kingdoms. | Whereas 
He hath: pbfitively: warn d them againſt 
any. ſuch Arguings, / aſſuring Them 
that this NMingdom is Hi Kingdom, aid 
that it ib not of thin orlu; andi thete- 
fore that No one of His Schject o is Lam 
giver and Judge over Others of them, in 
matters relating to Salæyation, but He 
alone; and that We muſt not Frame our 
Ideas — the Kingdomis of this World) of 
what ought to be, in a viſible and fer- 


ſible manner, in wake 


ws Daloqlib „d 151 1 yy 


4 From What hath been aid it ap- 
peats that the Kingdom of Chriſt, which 
the Church of Chriſt, is the Number: - 
Terſond whdare Sincerely, and Willi 
ly; Subject to Him, as Lam gi r at 
Judge, in all matters truly relating to 
Doki, or Eternal Salvation. And 
the more cloſt and immediate this Regard 
to Him is; the more certain] Y andthe 
more evidently true it is, char TA ure 
ingdom. This. may appkar fully 
»to their on Satisſactieh, "ies hey have 


recourſe to Him himſelf, in the poſpel, 
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They feel themſebves in this! 


6 A SERMDNiPranb'd 
it They 3 a, ſufficient Authority 


their Salvation and that No Man upon 
Earili hath aiiy Authority to declare any: 
other, or to add dne dle to thain; if 
They reſol ve to perform what They ſee; 
He laith a ſtreſs upon and if They:rruſt 
no mortal, with dhe abſoluti direction 
af their Conſcienrec, the pardon of their 
Sms or the determining of their Imtereſt 
in God's favourʒ hut wait fot their Fudge, 
ho alone can bring to light:tbe ind 
den things: 7 H ni ansm aldi 

If They feel themſelves diſpoſed and 
reſolved. to receive the Wordscf Eternal 
Eiſe from Hiniſelt; vo takt their Fuitß 
from wbat 'He famſelf: oncevdelizrered, 
-who knew better than All the reſtiof te 
World what He required of: his on 
Suhjecle ; to direct their Worſhip by his 
Rule, rand» their whole Prad 1 the 
:Genetal Law: which He: {adidows, * If 


diſpoſiti- 
zon, They maybe ivery certain that They 
art truly his / Sub yer, and Membeis of 
his Krb l c ο,,ÜhDhey envy the 


. \Happinefs/of Olbrri who my think it 
of Cl 4 


TSS Les 


d before te KING 2 ». 27. 


the Kingdow df Chtift, 5 0 
They havecatber: Lawhgavers, and Ju 
es, in Cbriſts Religion, heſides 

Chriſt; that They 1 fo 
his on Words; hut the Words: of Others 
vrho profeſsſto interpretitliem that They 
are ready to Submit tolthrs Taferpretation; 
let it be what it will; chat They have 
ſer up to Themſelves the Idel a2 An un; 


intelligible-Huthority, both in Belief, and 


Mor ſhip, and Tracing in Words, uncler 
Jeſus Chtiſt; but indeed and in truth 
over Hun; oy it removes the indy) of 
his Sed, from Himſelf; to Weak, and 
paſſionate Men; and as it claims the 
ſame Rule and Power in his Kingdom, 
which Hethimfelk alone can have. Bur, 
18 1 2 N 1 A! 1 10 oe W % 28 10 Jy 

my T his will beveldaben, obſerwation, 
hep it evidently; deſtro)s the Rule and 


any Oth wha or ra GHG Kingdom to 
which His Subjects are intliſpenſably and 
abſolutely obliged to Submit their Con- 
ſciences; ot theit Conduct, in what is 
—=_—_ called Religion. There are ſome 


Yikes! 5 9 2 Pro- 


a much mur evident Marit of their be- 


Author of Feſi us, Chriſt; as King, to ſet 


1 2 — 5 Ay 33 2 1 3 Is * 5 " - . 
2 9 2 2 2 a. 5 "CT" _ 1 . 7 = 
r Ne f 2 

2 ” - > _ - > 8X4 TT TR - "—_— — — —- - 2 = - 


By EEE He 


—— — 


Pee” K 


2 * ** : E 2 


to be true. \'This 


5 = — ga 


28 A SERMON Fiedb'd 
Profeſſed Chriſtiatis, vrho contend-open-: 
by for ſuch an Authority, as indiſpenſably 
obliges All around Them to Unity of 
Pro ellen; that is to Profeſs even 1 
They do not, what They chnnot, believe 
s ſogroſsly, 
Others, Who think They act a glorious 
part in oppoſing ſuch an Enormity, are 
very willing, for their own fakes, to re- 
tain ſuch an Authority as fhall oblige 
Men, whatever They "hentſebics think; 
though | not to profeſs what They do not 
believe, yet, to forbear the profeſſion and 
wblication of what They do believe, let 
m believe it \ofv never ſo grene: Im 
ortarice. - '! fs 


Both theſe Pretenſ ons on fataded and 


on the miſtaken Notion of the Peate, as 


well as Authority, of the Kingdom, that 
is the Church, of Chrift. Which of them 
is the moſt inſt uppottable to an honeſt 


and a Chriſtian mind, I am not able to 
ſay: becauſe Fhey both equally fund 


the Authority of the Church of Cbriſt, up- 

on the ruines of Sincèerity and Common 

Honeſtyz and miſtake Stupidity and Sleep, 

he. 8 5 They would 2 
"3% © bs equally 


that 
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— have prevented: All Reformation 
where it hath . and will for ever 
revent it where it is not alteady; and, 
in a word, becauſe both equall deveſt 
Jeſur Obriſt of his Empire in bis own 


Kingdom; ſer the obedience of bis Sub: 


1 looſe from Himſelf; and teach them 
roſtitute their Conſciences at the feet 
of 


manner to 3 pon them. 45 03 
The Peace of Chriſps Kingdom is 3 
Wr — Peace; built upon 


Charity, and Love, and mutual forbear- 


Alice, and receiving one another, as God 
receives us. As for any other Peace; 
founded upon a Submillion of our Ho- 
neſty, as well as our Vnderſtandings; it 
is falſely ſo called. It is not the Peace 


when his Subje$ts. ſhall throw off their 
relation to Hinz fix their ſubjection to 
Others; and even in Caſes, where They 


think They ſee; his Will otherwiſe, mall 
ſhut their: Ben and go blindfold at the 


Command of Others; becauſe thoſe Others 


on! are 


ert, wWho have no right in ſuch a 


thargy of it: and a Sleep unto Death, 
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ate not ples \$wich'theirFoq uiries g 
the Will of their great Lord ani Judge. 


bas ; henls 0 i i d 37 303v9n 


NT eonclude The Chur hh of Chriſ 


ishe Kingdonrof Chriſt. Hes is Ming in 
hisown Ki He is Sole Law-geiet 


to His 


Saudlions 8 fixed: and 

to the Favdur of God and not at all to 
the Rewards or Penalties, ofthis Mrd. 
All his Subjects are equally his Subjects; 
and} as each egqually without Authority 
to alxer, tõ add to, or to interpret, his 


Lame ſo, as to olainh the abſolute Sub- 


miſſion of Others to ſuch Interpretation. 
And All ate His Subjects; and in his 
Kingdom, : (who re ruled and governed 
by Him. Their Faith was once deliver - 
ed>by. Him. The Conditions of their 
Happineſs were hace laid downiby His 
The Nature of God Monſbiy was ance 
pechred by Hin. And it is cafy to 
judge, whether of che PWwol is moſt be- 
omding a Snbj#6t of the Magis Chrift, 
| that is 4 Member of his CHhuſch; to ſeck 

ee Patticulars in „ and 


Subjects; And Sole Jude, in = 
ters relating to galvation. His Lamteund 
_ 


rr 
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ſhort Declarations of their King and Law- 
giver himſelf "orto hunt after Them thro 


a —— —— ̃ — + are — Co. < ee 


. infinite contradictions, the number- 
erplexitiès, the endiefs Uſpiices,) of 

— 9 Men, u ſeveral Aves) till the En- 
quirer himſelf is loſt inuthe Labyrinth, 
and perhaps ſits don in Deſpair} or In- 
fidelity. 15 Chriſt be our King; let us 
few Our ſelves Subject to Him alone, in 
the great affair of Conſcience and Eter- 
nal Salvation: and without feat of Man's 
judgment, live and act as becomes Thoſe 
—_— for The: ap pearance of an All- 
owing and Impartial Judge; even that 
Hing, whoſe wt en nt f this 
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